
Grandview High School 
Course Syllabus 

 Advanced Placement Environmental Science  
 

 
Instructor:  James Pembrook     Office:  L210 
Email:  jpembrook3@cherrycreekschools.org    Office Phone: (720) 886-6824 
Office Hours:   - Before School: 7:30 – 8:10 (classroom or office) 
  - During School: 3A and 3B  
      4A and 4B by appointment (80%) 
  - After School: by appointment 
 
Textbook: Miller, G. T., and S. E. Spoolman. Living in the Environment. Belmont, CA: Brooks/Cole, Cengage 
Learning, 2012. 
 
Strongly recommended for purchase: Princeton or Barrons AP Test Preparation Book, but see the following 
website: https://blog.prepscholar.com/ap-environmental-science-review for AP test-book review. 
 
Other Supplies: Three-ring binder, notebook, composition (laboratory) book, graphing calculator. 
 
Prerequisites: One year of high school level Biology and Chemistry or Physics.  
 
AP Exam: The AP Exam is not mandatory but highly encouraged. Most colleges and universities accept a grade 
of a 3 or higher, but is school-specific. See me for specific universities. The AP Exam is $96 and will be on 
Tuesday, May 3, 2022 at 8:00am.  
 
Course Description: 

Advanced Placement Environmental Science (APES) is designed to be the equivalent of a college 
introductory Environmental Science course. The curriculum for this course is the College Board Advanced 
Placement Environmental Science curriculum. The  

“course is designed to engage students with the scientific principles, concepts, and 
methodologies required to understand the interrelationships within the natural world. The 
course requires that students identify and analyze natural and human-made environmental 
problems, evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and examine alternative 
solutions for resolving or preventing them. Environmental science is interdisciplinary, 
embracing topics from geology, biology, environmental studies, environmental science, 
chemistry, and geology” (College Board).  
 
This course has been designed by College Board to provide a clear and detailed description of the course 

requirements necessary for your success; it specifies what students must know, be able to do, and understand in 
order to be successful on the exam in May. The course framework includes two essential components: (1) Science 
Practices and (2) Course Content. While the expectations of content should not come as a surprise, the expectation 
of science practices – ways to think like a scientist – are probably new for most students. The science practices are 
central to the study and practice of environmental science, regardless of the specific content being covered. 
Students should develop and apply the practices on a regular basis over the span of the course.  

To provide students with many opportunities to immerse themselves in science practices, we will spend at 
least 25% of our instructional time engaged in student-directed laboratory experiments.  Whenever possible, lab 
work will include an “inquiry” component where students work to answer questions through collecting and 
analyzing data. In each lab, we will reinforce several of the science practices – these are skills the College Board 
has specified that a highly qualified AP Biology student can do.  Ultimately, this is a course more focused on the 
“how” than the “what” of Environmental Science; unlike CP or Honors Biology, where your work focused on 
content, this is a course about thinking like a scientist. 

https://blog.prepscholar.com/ap-environmental-science-review
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Student Evaluation: 

Only summative assessments (exams, quizzes, research papers, some laboratory reports, or other 
culminating assessments) will be calculated as part of your grade. Formative assignments (aka practice work) will 
be assigned and recorded in PowerSchool. However, formative assignments will not count toward your semester 
grades.   

-80% summative assessments (unit tests, quizzes, papers, etc.)    
-20% final exam 
 

Retakes and Make-Up Assessments: 
Any tests or quizzes that students are absent for will be placed in the Math and Science Testing Center 

(L205) for them to make up on their own time. Additionally, students will have a second opportunity to show 
mastery of any summative assessment, with the exception of the midterm and/or final exams, in the form of a re-
take assessment.  They will be allowed one re-take for each assessment as long as they complete all work for the 
unit. Students must make an appointment with me to discuss their re-take assessment.  

Retakes and make-up assessments can be taken in the Math and Science Testing Center (L205), from 7:35 
to 4:40 pm. Students will have TWO WEEKS from the date the test/quiz is handed back to complete make-ups or 
re-takes. Last-chance dates will be posted in the classroom. 

If a student elects to retake an assessment, the grade of the retake will be entered into the 
gradebook whether the grade is higher or lower than the initial assessment score.  Grades in this class 
will demonstrate what the student knows in this moment (at the time of assessment). 

 
Science Department Advanced Placement Grade Change Policy: 

All Advanced Placement courses offered in the GHS Science Department follow the same grade change 
policy: Students who take the College Board administered Advanced Placement exam may earn a grade 
improvement for both fall and spring semesters so long as the student has no missing summative assignments, 
including, but not limited to: labs, quizzes, and tests. Scores of 4 and 5 will improve semester grades to B’s. 
Scores of 3 will improve semester grades to C’s. Scores of 2 will improve semester grades to D’s. Grades will 
never be decreased because of the AP exam score. Also, note that a student found to be in violation of 
Grandview’s Academic Integrity/Honor Code at any point throughout the course is not eligible for a grade 
improvement based on AP Exam performance. 
  Rationale: While the College Board administered AP exam is a summative measure of a full year of 
learning, it cannot comprehensively measure all units of study due to time limitations. Similarly, your course 
grade also represents achievement and mastery of laboratory skills that cannot be measured by a paper and pencil 
exam. Thus, a grade of A must be earned through consistent achievement and demonstrations of mastery 
throughout the year, not only on the culminating exam. 
 
Formative Work: 

Formative work is crucial to your success in this class: it is your opportunity for penalty-free practice with 
difficult concepts. It is assigned to help you practice the reasoning and critical thinking skills that are necessary 
for your success, and for you to get feedback about your progress toward our learning goals. I expect you do to 
your best work on all formative work, and you should expect me to support you in learning through this process. 
Answer keys to nearly all formative work are available on Schoology for students to use to self-assess their 
progress once they have completed the assignment. STAY AWAY FROM GOOGLE – tempting as it is, Google 
is often misleading and even when Google will yield the correct answer, it will prevent you from engaging in the 
necessary thinking processes required for you to demonstrate success on summative assessments. 
 
Attendance Policy: 
 Regular and prompt class attendance is an essential part of the educational experience. All students are 
expected to attend every scheduled class on time. Students will accept full responsibility for ensuring their work 
does not suffer because of absences, whether excused or unexcused. Parents must contact the attendance office to 
excuse their student’s absence.  
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 PowerPoint presentations, lecture videos, keys, handouts, and other classroom materials not included in 
the workbook will be posted to Schoology. Lecture videos are uploaded to YouTube as “unlisted,” so students 
need to use the link provided to access them. It is the student’s responsibility to remain caught-up on course work 
while absent (severe illness / injury excepted).  
 Students are expected to arrive at class on time. Excessive tardiness (three or more tardies) will result in 
disciplinary action. 
 
Classroom Expectations: 
1.  Be respectful to yourself, teachers, and peers at ALL times. 
2.  Be responsible for your learning by being prepared for class and bringing all necessary materials to class 

(workbook, notebooks, pencils / pens, calculator, and brain). 
3.  Be able to follow ALL rules in the Student Handbook with fidelity. 
4.  Follow ALL rules and regulations described in the GHS Science Safety Contract for not only your safety, but 

that of yours peers as well. 
5.  Masks are highly recommended this year.  
 
Bathroom Pass Policy: 

Only one student may be out at a time, generally speaking. Students who misuse this policy to hang-out in 
the hall for extended periods of time will not only find their privileges revoked, but will also encounter the wrath 
of their peers who had to wait for half an hour to use the restroom.  
 
Electronics Policy: 

Cell phones (and headphones!) may be out during class time without expressed permission from the 
instructor. You will be required to use the cell-phone hanger in the front of the room. If they are out in class 
without permission, you will receive an automatic dean referral and phone call home.  

Personal electronics such as tablets and laptops are permitted only when used for academic purposes (e.g. 
note-taking). Students who misuse these forms of technology will be asked to turn the device off and put it away, 
as well as lose the privilege to have them out again. 
 
Plagiarism, Cheating, and Academic Integrity: 

Plagiarism is the practice of copying words, sentences, images, or ideas for use in written or oral 
assessments without giving proper credit to the source. Cheating is defined as the giving or receiving of illegal 
help on anything that has been determined by the teacher to be an individual effort. Copied assignments will be 
considered cheating for all participants involved. Your assignments are your responsibility and should be kept in 
your possession; you should never relinquish control of your work to another student! Both plagiarism and 
cheating are considered serious academic offenses and will result in discipline referral. 
 
Grading Scale: 
Letter Grade % Letter Grade  % 
A+ 98-100 C+ 78-79 
A 92-97 C 72-77 
A- 90-91 C- 70-71 
B+ 88-89 D+ 68-69 
B 82-87 D 62-67 
B- 80-81 D- 60-61 
  F 59 and below 
 
Please refer to the Student Handbook for all rules and expectations for GHS not outlined herein. 
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Course Content  

 
Science Practices 
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         Class Period:_________________ 
 
I hereby acknowledge that I have read, understand, and will comply will all the details in this 
syllabus, and I will keep the syllabus for future reference:     
 
Student Name (printed)_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Student Signature___________________________________________________Date_____________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Name (printed)_______________________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature___________________________________________Date_____________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Class Period:_________________ 
 
I hereby acknowledge that I have read, understand, and will comply will all the details in this 
syllabus, and I will keep the syllabus for future reference:     
 
Student Name (printed)_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Student Signature___________________________________________________Date_____________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Name (printed)_______________________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature___________________________________________Date_____________ 
 
 
 
 
 
         Class Period:_________________ 
 
I hereby acknowledge that I have read, understand, and will comply will all the details in this 
syllabus, and I will keep the syllabus for future reference:     
 
Student Name (printed)_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Student Signature___________________________________________________Date_____________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Name (printed)_______________________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature___________________________________________Date_____________ 


